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DEFYINE THE LEED STANDARD
AND HOW IT DIFFERE FROM OTHERS.

MIKE WISEMAN The LEED Standard for sustainable buildings
is probably the most comprehensive standard in wse. It
provides rating criteria for site location, site and landscape
design, water efficiency, energy wse, material use, indoor
air gquality and design innovation. & broad scope is prob-
ably its most defining characteristic.

JOHH WELLS There is a cornmon misperception that LEED

is all about sustainability and environmentalism. [t does
have that component, but also foooses on the comfort and
functiomality of the built environment for the users of

the space. The bottom line three Ms — People, Planet,
Profit — is very apropos in this comtest.

WHAT KIND OF CLIENT MAKES R
GOOD CANDIDATE FOR A LEED
BUILDING OR HOME?

ROBERT B. MORTON A gouodd LEED owner) clivmt
is one that is dedicated to and will cham-
pion the LEED goal.

GOLIN LANE Any client who canes for the
environment is a good candidate for

a LEED project. However, LEED
certification is not the only way to
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ensure sustainable goals ame achiesed.  Inall of
our work, we strive to improve the

performance of the building
eTrviTonment.
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ROBERT B. MORTON MIEE TUSS
HELENA AND ANYA FIECHTL
Robart Peceda & Associates Inc. BILLINGS
e rpa-him com CTA Architects Enginears

W, cLa R . com
IMorton was the LEED AP for tha
LEED-certifind Mortana Veterans
Benedits Building in Halena,
designed by CWE Architects and buil
by Damond Ganstruction. Morton
serves as USGBC Momana Chapter
Director and Treasurer.

CTA curreet ly has over 50 projects
ragistared with the LEED program
including 21 that have been cortified,
Including tha LEED Platinum MET
Transter Canter.

In single-family homes, LEED certification
is not often seen as a cost-effective
— OT NECESSATY — Way to
ensure these poals are
arhicwved,

LEED
AND THEY
WILL FOLLOW...

THAT WOULD SEEM TO BE

THE CASE AS ROUNDTABLE EXPERTS
SHARE THEIR SUCCESSES AND OBSER-
vatrions oF LEED (LEADERSHIP
IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMEN-
TAL DESIGN), AN INTERNATIONALLY
RECOGNIZED GREEN BUILDING CER-
TIFICATION SYSTEM DEVELOPED BY
THE U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL.

JOHN WELLS DOUG AVERILL

AND COLIN LANE BIGFORK

MISSOULA Saddlsham
Ml Architects wan saddlahor.com
W mimwarchitects com
Architect and visionary for

LEED projects include the Missoula the Saddlshorn community, whers
Foderal Gradit Unlon Russall Branch, himeas ane requilred o reach &

the lirst new construction Platinem mintmum lavel of LEED Silver
rating in Mortana, and a new hospital — construction design and build process
undar eonstructian in Dillen, Monkana, and includas what Is Haught to he
and on-Irack to be the first tha oldest reclaimad log structur
LEED-cenfified Hospital in Montana. i the 5. to reach Platinum lewel.

WHICH OF THE LEED CRITERIA ARE THE EASI-
EST TO MEET? THE HARDEST?

TODD THESING AMD ROE MCRAE: The MR (Materials & Resouroes)
credits tend to be the casiest as many of the projects exten-
sively wse reclaimed and local materdals. The WE (Water
Efficiency) credits ane also targetable as water conservation
is a given for a lot of people.
The EA (Enemgy & Atmosphere) can become difficult, as
the mechanical systems can get very complicated.
MIKE TUSS AND ANYA FIECHTL LEED scoring tends to favor urban
enviromments, Working in places like Montana, Wyoming,
and Idaho, our projects must often compensate for their
mural or small town location by focusing on other green
building strategies like inoeasing energy efficiency and
reducing water wse.

WHAT ENERGY-EFFICIENT FEATURES
AND GEEEN MATERIALS DO YOU USE
IN LEED HOMES AND BUILDINGS?

MIKE WISEMAN Wo continually pursue Energy
Star as part of our LEED mting and include
a HERS rating. These two practioes almost
puarantee a high level of peformance in
the building and go a long way to gain-
ing points in the LEED Energy and
Atmosphere Category; this is where
mch of the effort in LEED pays for
itself. Many of the material choices
we leave to the owner's discretion,
bruit we always manage our trash,
recycling, and material efficiency,
Also foremnost in our minds is
the durability and life-cycle cost

of the materials we nse.




You don’t need hot springs in your
backyard to run a geothermal heat pump.

Geothermal Heut Pump Spectilists serving Big Sl & Beyond
THBES.com » 406.522.0806

yYLite€Touch.

Erilliant Solutions in Lighting Control

User-Friendly and Sophisticated
Whole-House Lighting Control

204 West Third Ave = RO, Box 1205
Big Timber, Montana 59111
406-932- 5400

Fax: 406-932-4135 » Web: 5400w

MIKE TUSS AMD AMYA FIECHTL All LEEDD rating systems encourage
but don't dictate products and materials such as low Y0C
paints, recycled content materials, and regional materials
tharvested and manufactored within 500 miles of the proj-
ect site)... Low VOO products and materials are important
for eocupant health and well-being. Other materials such
as recycled content carpet, conerete countertops, bamboo
flooring, re-purposed doors and furniture are not only
good for the environment, but they are great ways to make
the green building story come to life. People light ap when
they interact with these exposed materials, which serve as
a reminder of the vabues embodied by that building.

" WHAT DO YOU FEEL ARE THE MOST SIGHNIFI-
w' CANT BENEFITSE OF LEED CERTIFICATION?

KATH WILLIAMS: Going for LEED certification creates a tangi-
ble, unifying opportunity for the owner and team because
it sets a measurcable goal. Recognition of leadership and

a job “well done® is an extremely important benefit. An
often-overlooked benefit is that LEED requines extensive
documentation to prove the team did what they said they
did. This docwmentation puts into the owner’s hands the
complete story and details of the building or home. In the
Future, i.c. for operations and maintenance gquestions, all
of the information on design, products, installation, ete_is
in ome place. Very fow building owners have that in their
hands at the end of their conventional project.

DOUE WERILL Reaching any level of LEED confirms that your
structure has been highly sorutinized to be the best of
everything, from materials, to craftsmanship, to thermal
cfficiency, to minimal lighting and more. 4 LEED home

is highly cnergy-efficient, which will not omly save on
muonthly energy bills, but also bring a higher resale vahae.
LEED homes are particularly appealing to people with al-
lergics.

{C WHAT ARE SOME OF THE INCENTIVES FOR

W HOMEOWNERS AND BOSINESS OWNERS? HOW
ABROUT ADDITIONAL BUILDING COSTS AND HOW
THEY ARE OFFSET BY OPERATIONAL AND MATN-
TENANCE SAVINGE OVER TIME?

DOWE AVERILL Pride of doing it right. Long term cost savings,
Higher resale.

TODD THESING AND ROB MGRAE Both homeowners and business
orwners can take advantage of sipnificant tax incentives at
the Federal level, as well as potential higher resale values
and recognition from peers. We have found that the cus-
tom high-rmd LEED homes we have built only cost 3-6%
muore at the constructiom end and operate S0-60% more
efficiently.

KATH WILLIAME LEED projects do not have to cost more than
a conventional project. There is plenty of documentation

’
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that the “grem preminm” argu-
ment can be, but often is not

valid.

THOW DO YTOU THINK

LA LEED CHEANGED THE
BUILDING INDUSTRY SINCE
ITS LATNCH TN 20007
TODD THESIMG AND ROB MCRAE ‘W
belivve LEED has created many
partnerships, as well as a suocessful verification system and

whether a LEED
project or not.
LEED was devel-
oped to pull the
emtine building
industry towards
miore sustain-
able practices, As
standards become
conventional standards, LEED raises the bar higher.

[-.] This project was the first in the world to wse T00%: recycled
concrete for all the concrete in the building, We are also working
on & historic building corrently undergoing LERD certitication,
This project shows that sustainable principles can be incorporat-
vd into older and that the fimished product can retain its historic
character. We are proud to work through
the challenge of creating buildings that are
both beautiful and sustainable.

ROBERT B. MORTOM 1 am proud to be part of the
LEED program which can really be boiled

ANDERS LEWEMNDAL, Chairman of tha Southwest Mamana
Building Industry Association and Chairman of the Gresn Bulld-
ing sommittee, talks about the numarous green standards for
1he building industry.

“In Mantanz, the bullding industry promotes voluntary, sus-
lainabds and effician bullding practices through s national
assoclation INAHBY, tts stats association MBIAL, and owr nina
local associations. | belong to the Soathwest Mortana Bubiding
Industry Association [(SWMELAL. Within SWMBLE, our Green
Bullding Cammittes is committed to aducating our members,

down to doing what is right
for the environment, cnergy
efficiency, ourselves, amd
ultimately what we leave our
future genemations.

marketing carnpaign that mainstreamn and legitimize the
green building process,

MIKE TUSS AND ANYA FIEGHTL “CGreen® has become a houschold
word, much to the credit of LEED, the USGBEC, and the

1he public, and collaborating with the many local stakeholdars
irneolued in green bullding science.

IWhike our association promotes the GG 700 Mational Graan
Building Standard, wa beliove our builders and clianks have

() WHAT ARE 50ME OF THE CHALLENGES OF
JMEETING LEED CERTIFICATION? WHAT HKS-
PECT RREYOU MOST PROUD OF?

JOHN WELLS To obtain certification at the Platimom level at

Hay Bjorle tries to lve a sustain-
abile s on Swan Lake in a small hoasa

architectural profession in general. Specfic to the building
industry, discussions about energy and water reduction,
environmentally friendly building materials and systemns,
and indoor environmental quality oooir on every project,

the Missoula Pederal Credit Union, we had to push the en-
velope of what is corrently being done. Omn that project we
used a conerete composed of 100 reevcled ingredients,

constructad In part with recycled,

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LEED:  raused, and local materials and by
W esghe org

lving gently and traading lightly.

seupral local options Ineluding LEED for hames, Northwast En-
ergy Star, and progranms supported by the DOE like HERS (Home

Enurpry Rating Systam) "

For the Times of Hozer Lifen. and Thcirs”

SADDLEHORI 15 a truly unique fumity commumity omerloaling Finthead Lalrs, ’
thi largeat nataral fresh weter lnlos o the Western United Ssatea, It i loosted ; J
et

just 1 mile from Bigfork, Montana, one of the “50 Grent Towne of the West
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